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For the Whole Family
Maple Sirup Experience Tours
Saturday, March 6
2-1/2 Hour tours begin at 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., & 3:00 p.m.
Fee: Members - $5/adults, $3/children (16 & under),
non-members - $7/adults, $5/children. Registration & prepayment required.
Forms are available online at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org, by emailing
register-sgnc@earthlink.net, or calling 309.874.2174.
Have you ever tasted 'sweet water' dripping from a spile? Here's your
chance! Please join us for the Sugar Grove Nature Center Maple Sirup
Experience on Saturday, March 6. Gather around the fire at the sirup camp
to learn how the Native Americans and early settlers collected and prepared
sap. Visit the sugar shack where the smell of
maple sirup hangs in the air. Journey into the sugarbush to tap a tree. Stop inside the nature center
to sample a variety of sweet treats made with
maple sirup including candy, cookies, fudge and
more! Dress for the weather, as you will be outside
for a major portion of the program. Experience an
important part of Funks Grove heritage!

Maple Sirup Seminar
Wednesday, March 10, 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Fee: $3/Members , $5/non-members, registration required.
Suitable for adults, children, and groups. This primer gives
the maple sirup basics from tree to table. We’ll tap trees and
taste the finished product.
More Maple Sirup programs on page 4.
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E-Mail Alerts
Would you like to receive periodic email updates that include program
reminders, local nature sightings, and
nature news? If so, send an e-mail to
e-mail infosugargrovenc@earthlink.net
and include "nature alerts" in the subject line. Your e-mail address will not
be shared.

Nature Center Hours
Please take note of the following changes in
Sugar Grove Nature Center’s hours:
Winter Hours
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
We will be closed Friday, January 1, 2010,
for New Year’s Day.
We will reopen on
Saturday, January 2, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.
April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Our grounds, trails, and Imagination Grove
are open daily from dawn until dusk.

Have a WILD Party at
the Nature Center
Sugar Grove Nature Center is a great place to host a
birthday party! We provide the space, tables, and an
exciting nature program. You provide the decorations,
cake, and guests! Reserve the classroom or picnic
shelter for three hours---this allows ample time for setup
and cleanup; time to eat cake, open gifts, play games,
and have an hour of "wild" naturalist-led activities. The
fee is $50/members, $75/non-members for up to 15 participants and $5 for each additional person. Maximum
group size is 20 for ages 4-6 and 25 for ages 7 and up.
You may choose from a variety of party themes.
Reservations are required at least one month in
advance. Call 309.874.2174 for more information or to
schedule your party!

Contact Us

You can reach us by phone at 309-874.2174, by e-mail at infosugargrovenc@earthlink.net,
or visit us on the web at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org.
The Nature of the Grove is a free quarterly publication of Sugar Grove Nature Center. If you would
like to be added to our mailing list, either electronically or by postal service, please call
309.874.2174 or e-mail infosugargrovenc@earthlink.net.
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Musings & Meowings by Daisy Kitty
Dear Readers,
Can we talk about Groundhog’s Day? Tuesday, February 2, marks this annual, but odd, tradition.
As the story goes, a rodent pops his head out of a hole in the ground. If he sees his shadow, he is
so tormented by the sight of it, that he is frightened back into his hole. Then, he will not so much as
stick his nose back out for another six weeks, and this means six more weeks of winter. Just how
does this make sense? Yet, humans call the groundhog an excellent weather predictor. Do you
know what I call a rodent that pops his head out of the ground? Lunch.
This got me thinking about other animals and their weather predicting skills. After my staff had gone
home, I got on the webby-thing and googlized it. There were some very peculiar items mentioned.
One web-place actually claimed, “Good weather may be expected when a cat washes itself, but
when it licks its coat against the grain, expect bad weather.” I can assure you that I would never
clean my fur in the wrong direction, no matter what the weather. That would be asking for nothing
but tangles and hairballs.
The Farmer’s Almanac says that if pigs gather sticks, it will be a rough winter. I want to know what
the pigs do with the sticks that they collect. Do they build a house like in the “Three Little Pigs”
story? If we follow that reasoning, what kind of winter should we expect if they begin stacking bricks
and mortar?
Wooly worms are also popular weather indicators. If you are unfamiliar with them, they are caterpillars that look all soft & fuzzy. But don’t be fooled. Actually, that “wooly” coat is prickly, and those little bristles can get stuck between your teeth. Don’t ask me how I know. Back to the topic at hand.
Supposedly, if the brown band in the middle is long, the winter will be short, and if the brown band is
short, then the winter will be long. Either way, keep a toothpick handy.
I wonder about the necessity of knowing exactly how long winter
will last. Yes, it is cold, but it will get warmer. The days are
short, but they will get longer. I, like most cats, prefer to live in
the here and now. As in “I’m napping here,” and, “Feed me
now.”
Kitty Kisses,

Daisy

Electronic Newsletter Available
In an effort to lower printing costs and reduce the amount of paper used, Sugar Grove Nature
Center’s quarterly newsletter, The Nature of the Grove, is now offered electronically. If you would
like to receive your newsletter electronically, please send an email with “Electronic Newsletter” in
the subject line infosugargrovenc@earthlink.net. Include the name & mailing address to which your
newsletter is currently delivered so that we may remove you from the list.
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Maple Sirup
Continued from page 1.

For Preschoolers

Little Tappers - Maple Sirup
Wednesday, February 17, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. OR 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 20, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. OR 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Fee: Members $5/child, non-members $7/child; adult chaperone & registration required.
This program is designed especially for children 3-5 years with an adult chaperone. We
will sing songs while learning how to make maple sirup and listen to a fabulous sirup
story. Then, each child will get a turn at tree tapping and taste the real thing!

Sirup for Scouts!
Saturday, February 27
10:00 a.m.- noon, scouts 8 years-old & under
1:00-3:00 p.m., scouts 9 year-old & over
(If your scout group crosses ages ranges, choose the one most appropriate.)
Fee: $5/scout, $2/chaperone. Registration & prepayment required. Forms are available online at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org, by emailing register-sgnc@earthlink.net, or calling 309.874.2174.
Attention Boy and Girl Scout leaders! Your troop is invited to join in on the maple sirup fun on Saturday,
February 27. Scouts will learn how sap from the maple tree becomes sirup, and take part in the process from
tree tapping to tasting! When registering, please be sure to gather participant numbers for your entire troop so
that no one is left out of this experience!

School Field Trips
Sugar Grove Nature Center is pleased to continue offering the Funks Grove Maple Sirup Experience for 4th6th grade classes and invites your school to take part in this unique educational experience. The program
provides a unique opportunity for students to actively engage in the production of maple sirup as they explore
its history from pre-settlement to current day through demonstrations and hands-on activities. Every student
will have the opportunity to tap a maple tree and take home a small bottle of Funks Grove Pure Maple Sirup.
The four-hour experience costs $5/student. Registration is underway and dates are filling fast. Available
dates are February 23, 24, 25, & 26, or March 2, 3, 4, 10, & 11. Call or email for the most up-to-date
availability. Your field trip can be reserved with a $100 deposit by check or money order and a
completed registration form, available online at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org.

Homeschool
Tuesday, March 9, or Thursday, March 11
10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., participants should bring a sack lunch.
Fee: $5/student (ages 3 and up), $2/teacher or chaperone. Registration & prepayment required.
Forms are available online at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org, by emailing register-sgnc@earthlink.net, or
calling 309.874.2174.
Homeschoolers of all ages can participate in the Maple Sirup Experience on one of two days set aside especially for them! This program fills quickly, so get your registration in soon!

Purchasing Maple Sirup
Funks Grove Pure Maple Sirup, located 1/4 mile south of Funks Grove Road on Route 66, will begin selling
fresh Maple Sirup as soon as the sap is finished boiling down! They also carry delicious handmade maple candies as well as other related merchandise. Call 309.874.3360 for availability.
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Great Backyard Bird Count
Calling All Bird Watchers!!! THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT IS FEBRUARY 12-15, 2010!
Do you enjoy watching birds in your backyard or while out on a hike? Would you like to learn more
about birds that call central Illinois home during the winter months? This is your chance! You don't
need to be a bird expert to contribute to this citizen science program. Each year tens of thousands
of volunteers help researchers at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society
learn more about how birds are doing - and how to protect them. We invite you to join the ranks of
volunteers by counting at home or Sugar Grove Nature Center.
Anyone can take part in the Great Backyard Bird Count,
February 12-15, from novice bird watchers to experts.
Observations can take place in your yard, at the park, or
here at the Nature Center. You can count birds for as little
as 15 minutes (or as long as you wish) on one or more days
of the event and report your sightings online at www.birdcount.org. This is a great activity for families, groups, and
individuals!
We invite you to a special program, Backyard Bird Watching
Basics, at the Nature Center on Saturday, January 16, from
10:00 am until noon to learn more about the Great Backyard
Bird Count and how to get involved. The program will include a brief introductory session on the
goals of the Great Backyard Bird Count and how to collect data on bird sightings. Participants will
then review basic bird identification techniques and learn to identify more than 25 common winter
feeder birds! We will also discuss different types of bird feeders and seed that can be offered to
attract birds. An optional hike will follow.
Sugar Grove Nature Center will be participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count, and we would
love your help! Join us for a special Breakfast with the Birds on Saturday, February 13 beginning at
9:00 am. Stop in to enjoy a light breakfast and hot beverage while identifying birds from the Hazel
Funk Holmes Bird Observatory. If you would rather be outside, we invite you to hike a section of the
trails and report your observations back at the Nature Center.
Whether you count at home or at the Nature Center we hope you will take part in the 2010 Great
Backyard Bird Count! We are offering a limited number of binoculars and bird field guides for loan
to help you get involved. More information on the Great Backyard Bird Count is available at
www.birdcount.org. JOIN THE FUN AND HELP AREA BIRDS!
We hope you will join us for one or both of these FREE programs,
sponsored by the John Wesley Powell Audubon Society. Although
it is not necessary to attend the January 16th program in order to
assist with data collection during the count, we encourage you to
enjoy both opportunities. All ages are welcome. Please register in
advance for the programs you plan to attend by e-mailing
register-sgnc@earthlink.net or calling 309.874.2174.
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Program Spotlight
Tom Ulrich, Nature Photographer
A special presentation for Sugar Grove Nature Center hosted by the Environmental Studies Program at
Illinois Wesleyan University Center for Natural Sciences (CNS) Room C101
Monday, March 1, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
Fee: Members (Sugar Grove Nature Center or John Wesley Powell Audubon Society) $5/adult, $2/children
under 12; non-members $7/adult, $3/children under 12; IWU Students free with ID.
Registration is required by calling 309.874.2174 or emailing register-sgnc@earthlink.net.
Each year, Tom Ulrich dazzles his audiences with amazing photographs and humorous narration. He will
take us on a photographic journey of the year 2009 in the life of a wildlife photographer. This years focus will
include wildlife from the Patanal of Brazil and all of North America, with a special feature of the hummingbirds
of Ecuador. His narration includes insight on photo technique and animal behavior and is always riddled with
humor. Mr. Ulrich is a renowned nature photographer whose work has been featured in National Geographic,
National Wildlife, Time, and many other publications. Tom has published several books, field guides, and calendars. Originally from Illinois, he now resides outside of Glacier National Park in Montana. All ages are
invited to attend this special program, which will be held at the Center for Natural Sciences (CNS) Building at
Illinois Wesleyan University, Room C101.
Co-sponsored by John Wesley Powell Audubon Society.
The Center for Natural Sciences (CNS) Building at Illinois Wesleyan University, Room C101 is located at 201
Beecher, just east of Main Street. Parking is available just north of the CNS and east of the Hansen Student
Center. Please call the Nature Center if you need clarification.

Professional Development Opportunities
Certified Interpretive Guide (CIG) Workshop
Mondays, April 5, 12, 19, & 26, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
The National Association for Interpretation (NAI) provides training and networking opportunities for
interpreters of natural and cultural history in nonformal settings. It provides certification to recognize
those individuals who exhibit knowledge and skills necessary to assure quality interpretive
services to all audiences. The Certified Interpretive Guide (CIG) program offers an opportunity to train
guides in interpretive techniques and then acknowledges that training with an internationally recognized
certification. For more information including fees and registration, please visit
http://www.interpnet.com/certification/workshops/CIG_McLeanIL_Apr10.shtml.

Flying WILD
Friday, April 9, 9:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Fee: $15, lunch provided, 4.5 cpdu’s available, registration required.
Flying WILD is an exciting new education program that provides interactive, interdisciplinary, standardsbased activities to engage students in learning that helps them understand the importance of migratory birds
and their conservation. Formal, non-formal, & homeschool instructors are invited to attend this training session that will provide practical information, abundant resources, and activities that can be used with
students right away.
For more information on Flying WILD, visit http://www.illinoisaudubon.org/FW/FWSITE2/FW2aindex.html.
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January, February, & March Programs
Your interest may be the deciding factor to run a program!
Most programs require advanced registration.
Please try to register at least 7 days in advance.
Waiting until the last minute may result in a program being canceled due to
low enrollment or missing out because it is full. All programs are held at
Sugar Grove Nature Center unless otherwise indicated.

Nature Center Closed
We will be closed Friday, January 1, 2010, for New Years Day. The grounds, trails, and Imagination
Grove will be open from dawn until dusk. We will reopen on Saturday, January 2, at 10:00 a.m.

Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, January 2, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required.
Bring the family out for a day of winter fun! A guided hike will take place at 11:00 a.m. Warm up
with hot cocoa in the Nature Center afterward. Stop inside to create a make-and-take craft at any
time, and don’t miss animal feeding time at 1:00 p.m.

Funks Grove Stewardship Work Days
Saturdays, January 9 & 23, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Free, registration appreciated.
Don Schmidt leads a faithful group of volunteers in a variety of stewardship activities every other
Saturday throughout the year. Join the group on a regular basis or stop out on occasion to assist
with exotic species removal, seed collection, and other projects.

Winter Wonderland Run
Saturday, January 9, 8:30 a.m.
There is no fee for the event, but donations in any amount are encouraged. Funds collected will
benefit our nature play area, Imagination Grove.
The ABC (Adventures Benefiting Children) Runners invite everyone to
join them to celebrate their 5th Anniversary with Run #51 in Funks
Grove. Run on roads or wind your way through wooded trails. Throw
snowballs, chase deer, and leap a creek!
The public is invited to join the ABC Runners for this Fun Run/Walk
which includes 7 & 9 mile road courses. Shorter distances can be
enjoyed by turning around at a chosen mile marker. Water & Gatorade
will be available at the 3.5 mile point of the road course. Afterwards,
warm up in the Nature Center with coffee, tea, hot cocoa, coffee cake,
and other treats!
Today, the Nature Center will open at 8:30 a.m. Runners are encouraged to bring their families to explore the center while they run. No unattended children, please.
Continued on page 8.

Call 309.874.2174 or email register-sgnc@earthlink.net to register.
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January, February, & March Programs

Continued from page 7.

Birding 101 & Introduction to the Great Backyard Bird Count
Saturday, January 16, 10:00 a.m. - noon
Free, registration required.
This program will include a brief introductory session on the goals of the Great Backyard Bird Count
and how to collect data on bird sightings. Birding 101 will introduce basic bird identification techniques to the novice birder (or to anyone that would like a refresher course on bird identification)
while highlighting 25 common winter feeder birds. We will also discuss the different types of bird
feeders and seed that can be offered to attract birds. An optional bird hike will follow. For complete
information, see page 5.

Little Wonders: Mice are Nice
Wednesday, January 20, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. OR 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Fee: Members $5/child, non-members $7/child; adult chaperone & registration required.
Three to five-year-olds with an adult chaperone will investigate the life of a mouse in winter, then
enjoy a snack while listening to a story, and create a fun mouse craft.

Funks Grove Stewardship Work Days
Saturdays, February 6 & 20, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Free, registration appreciated.
Don Schmidt leads a faithful group of volunteers in a variety of stewardship activities every other
Saturday throughout the year. Join the group on a regular basis or stop out on occasion to assist
with exotic species removal, seed collection, and other projects.

Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, February 6, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required.
Bring the family out for a day of winter fun! A guided hike will take place at 11:00 a.m. Warm up
with hot cocoa in the Nature Center afterward. Stop inside to create a make-and-take craft at any
time, and don’t miss animal feeding time at 1:00 p.m.

Great Backyard Birdcount: Breakfast with the Birds
Saturday, Feb 13, 9:00 a.m.
Fee: Free, registration required.
Sugar Grove Nature Center will be participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count, and we would
love your help! Enjoy a light breakfast while identifying birds from the Hazel Funk Holmes Bird
Observatory. If you would rather be outside, we invite you to hike a section of the trails and report
your observations back at the Nature Center. For complete information, see page 5.

Great Backyard Birdcount: Stop In & Count!
Saturday, Feb 13, Drop in between 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Fee: Free, no registration required.
Assistance will be on hand throughout the day to help you conduct a bird count. For complete information, see page 5.
Continued on page 9.
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Call 309.874.2174 or email register-sgnc@earthlink.net to register.

January, February, & March Programs
Continued from page 8.

Little Wonders: Little Tappers
Wednesday, February 17, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. OR 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 20, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. OR 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Fee: Members $5/child, non-members $7/child; adult chaperone & registration required.
This program is designed especially for children 3-5 years with an adult chaperone. We will sing
songs while learning how to make maple sirup and listen to a fabulous sirup story. Then, each child
will get a turn at tree tapping and taste the real thing!

Sirup for Scouts!
Saturday, February 27
10:00 a.m.- noon, scouts 8 years-old & under
1:00-3:00 p.m., scouts 9 year-old & over
(If your scout group crosses age ranges, choose the one most appropriate.)
Fee: $5/scout, $2/chaperone, registration and pre-payment required.
Attention Boy and Girl Scout leaders! Your troop is invited to join in on the
maple sirup fun on Saturday, February 27. Scouts will learn how sap from the maple tree becomes
sirup, and take part in the process from tree tapping to tasting! When registering, please be sure to
gather participant numbers for your entire troop so that no one is left out of this experience!

Tom Ulrich, Nature Photographer
Monday, March 1, 7:00 p.m.
Location: Illinois Wesleyan University Center for Natural Sciences (CNS), 201 Beecher, Room C101
Fee: Members $5/adult, $2/children under 12; non-members $7/adult, $3/children under 12.
IWU Students free with ID. Registration required.
Tom Ulrich returns to central Illinois with entirely new breathtaking photographs of nature from
around the globe! This presentation is a “must see” for anyone who is interested in photography or
enjoys seeing wildlife in its natural surroundings. See page 6 for complete information.

Funks Grove Stewardship Work Days
Saturdays, March 6 & 20, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Free, registration appreciated.
Don Schmidt leads a faithful group of volunteers in a variety of stewardship activities every other
Saturday throughout the year. Join the group on a regular basis or stop out on occasion to assist
with exotic species removal, seed collection, and other projects.

Maple Sirup Experience Tours
Saturday, March 6, tours begin at 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., & 3:00 p.m.
Fee: Members $5/adult, $3/child (16 & under), non-members $7/adult, $5/child; registration required.
This is your opportunity to participate in the full “Maple Sirup Experience,” from pre-settlement to
modern times, from the tree to the table. See page 1 for complete information.
Please note: Due to the Maple Sirup Experience Tours, we will not be holding Family Nature
Exploration Day in March.

Continued on page 10.

Call 309.874.2174 or email register-sgnc@earthlink.net to register.
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January, February, & March Programs
Continued from page 9.

Homeschool Maple Sirup Experience
Tuesday, March 9 OR Thursday, March 11, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Fee: $5/student, $2/adults, registration required.
Bring your homeschooled students on a fun and educational field trip to learn about maple sirup.
See page 4 for complete information.

Maple Sirup Seminar
Wednesday, March 10, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Fee: Members $3, non-members $5, registration required.
Suitable for adults, children, and groups. This primer gives the maple sirup basics from tree to
table. We’ll tap trees and taste the finished product.

Little Wonders: St. Patrick’s Day!
Wednesday, March 17, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. OR 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Fee: Members $5/child, non-members $7/child; adult chaperone & registration required.
What do snakes have to do with St. Patrick’s Day? Three to five year-olds with an adult chaperone
will explore many items associated with this fun holiday, from snakes and shamrocks to rainbows
and leprechauns. Enjoy a snack, listen to a story, make a craft, then hunt for your own pot ’o gold!

Woodcock Walk
Thursday, March 18, 6:30 p.m.
Fee: Members $5, non-members $7; registration required.
These ground-nesting birds exhibit one of the most delightful courtship flights just before dawn and
at dusk. Join us to learn more about this fascinating game bird that returns to fields, prairies, and
pastures throughout central Illinois in mid-March, then head outside to (hopefully) spot them as they
spiral toward the sky and fall to the ground.

TCAA Public Viewing Session: Crescent Moon & Mars
Saturday, March 20, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Join the Twin City Amateur Astronomers for their first Public Viewing
Session of 2010! All ages are welcome at the Sugar Grove Observatory
for a short presentation on the crescent moon and Mars, as well as information on other interesting celestial object
that may be visible. Then, use the telescope
to observe the wonders of the heavens! The
program may be cancelled in the event of a cloudy sky. Phone Carl at
309.830.4085 or Lee at 309.324.2804 after 6:00 p.m. to confirm if you
are unsure. For additional information, visit their website at
http://twincityamateurastronomers.org.
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Call 309.874.2174 or email register-sgnc@earthlink.net to register.

Make A Difference

Maple Sirup Volunteers Needed
Help others experience the magic of maple sirup time! We are looking for volunteers to assist with our Maple
Sirup Experience Field Trips & programs. No experience is needed. All training will be provided. Programs
run Tuesdays through Saturdays, February 23 - March 12, generally from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Contact
Angela Smith at sugargrovenc@earthlink.net or call 309.874.2174 to get involved!

Help Us By Recycling at Morris Tick
Take your aluminum cans and scrap metal to Morris Tick in Bloomington and ask to have the proceeds
applied to the Sugar Grove Nature Center account. Not only are you recycling, which saves precious natural
resources and keeps recyclable waste out of landfills, you are also helping us continue to offer quality programs, a warm and friendly facility, and beautiful grounds to explore. Morris Tick Recycling Center is located
at 501 E. Stewart Street in Bloomington. Call 309.828.6084 or visit their website www.morristick.com for
directions, hours, and other information.

Studio J Photography
Studio J Photography invites you to PICTURE yourself at Sugar Grove Nature Center! Owner, Jackie
Haggerty, contacted us wanting to "give back for having such a beautiful place to take photographs throughout the year." So, Studio J is offering private portrait sessions at Sugar Grove Nature Center & in Funks
Grove, from family portraits to senior pictures and everything in between, with a portion of all proceeds being
donated back to Sugar Grove! For information or to schedule your own personal session, go to
www.studiojphotography.net, call (309) 828-4200, or email info@studiojphotography.net.

Become A Facebook Fan
You can now become a fan of Sugar Grove Nature Center on Facebook! Join in on the fun! View and share
your favorite photos and stories from outings and special events, and find others who love Sugar Grove
Nature Center as much as you do!

Memorial Gifts & Bequests
We hope you will consider Sugar Grove Nature Center in your estate planning. Memorial gifts and bequests
are an important way you can make a lasting contribution to the preservation and maintenance of this important natural area and environmental education center. If you wish to make a provision in your will, the following general form is suggested:
"I give Sugar Grove Foundation, an Illinois not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization (37-1338932), which receives
mail at 4532 N 725 East Road, McLean, Illinois 61754, the sum of $______ or _____ percent of the residue
of my estate (or specifically described property) for Sugar Grove Nature Center."
If you have already named Sugar Grove Nature Center in your plans, we would like to acknowledge your
meaningful gift. Please contact us.

In Memoriam
Our thoughts and deepest sympathies go out to the friends and families of Neil Braid, Bruce Goebel, and
Jared Niepagen. Thank you to those who chose Sugar Grove Nature Center for their memorials.
Contributions received in their memories will be so helpful in enabling us to continue sharing nature and
touching lives. We hope this will be of some comfort to those left mourning and healing.
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Autumn Celebration

Thanks to everyone who joined us for the 2009 Autumn Celebration!
While the rainy weather got us off to a slow start, by afternoon the sun was shining,
and it turned out to be a fabulous day!
We are so happy that this has become an annual tradition for so many families.
Of course, Autumn Celebration wouldn’t even happen without the dedication
of our wonderful volunteers! Thanks to all of you!

Volunteers
4-H Lucky Fours d Jerry Armstrong d Judie Bey d David & Lorraine Darnall
Janet Beach Davis d Chad Dixon d Ronnie & Sharon Dubblede d Ann Ellis d Rick Erickson
George Farnsworth d Matthew Fish d Eric Funk d Linda Giles d Carol Glennon
Patricia Gray d John Heinlen d Gary Hoover d Mary Horgan d Victor Jurglans d Jetty Kircher
Mary Lou Lael d Josh Lindsey d Mel Niepagen d Dick & Marcia Nagy d Doug Oehler
JD & Kyle Olsen d Eric Pierce d Nadine Prall d Greg Van Gundy d Eric Vaughn
Janet Rasmussen d Marcia Rossi d Melissa Shinke d Nancy Snellen d Duncan & Ian Terry
Maddie & Ethan Thomas d Mary Jane Thier d Jeff Wallace d Ryan Weishalla

Sponsors
AB Hatchery d Cross Implement-Minier d Midwest Food Bank,
Wendell Niepagen Greenhouses d Wild Birds Unlimited-Normal
Matthew Fish & Jetty Kircher d Align Life

It was great to have the following groups and organizations
represented at the Autumn Celebration!
Central Illinois Woodturners
Children's Discovery Museum
Ecology Action Center
Illinois Valley Blacksmiths Association
John Wesley Powell Audubon Society
ParkLands Foundation
Studio J Photography
Twin City Amateur Astronomers
U.S. Department of Agriculture - Emerald Ash Borer Education
Wild Birds Unlimited of Normal

Thanks to our wonderful & talented entertainment:
Kailee McGillis
The Emerald Underground
Todd Carey
Our sincere apologies to anyone we have inadvertently omitted.
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Thanks to Our Members
Thank you to the following members and those who wish to remain anonymous.

Senior/student
Marlene M. Aeschleman d Clara Ash d Valle H. Funk d Vernon & Amy Gehlbach d Patricia Hamilton
Audrey Hart d Harry R. Lovell d Bill & Rosalie Seymour d Sharon Tallon d Wayne Trotter d Delores Volle
Muriel R. Walker d Marilea White

Sugar Maple
The Barth Family d Kandy Baumgardner d The Dan & Lynnette Bixby Family d Greg & Carrie Broguard
Richard & Anna Marie Chrisman d Peter & Kristine Dederich d Jane Dresner d Darryl & Stephanie Fernandes
Phillip Foster & Roxanne Castleman d Marc Gravel & Karin Nowers d C.J. Harrington d Dr. Shawn & Amy Hohulin
John & Peg Kirk d Gene & Marianna Lessen d Kirk Lewis d Howard Little d Karen McCarey
Charles & Barbara Meade d John & Linda Olson d Raymundo & Tisha Ortega d Captain & Mrs. Paul R. Peak
Ed, Amy, Andrew, & Benjamin Ponce d Bob & Suzanne Quiggins d Cindy Quinn d Christopher & Dana Reibling
David Roughton d Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Schwab d Dorothy K. Smith d Ken & Fran Smith d Erin Spear
The Torry & Kelli Steffen Family d Bethany Thomas & Family d Brian & Beth Trela
Larry and Arlene Van Hook d The Vose Family d William & Mary Zeller

Paw Paw
Betty J. Augspurger d R. Charles & Laura Baue d Janet Beach Davis Family d Eric Bill d Joy Butler
Don & Phyllis Clay d Orlyn & Jana Edge d Saad & Julie El-Zanati d Bob & Lynn Fearneyhough
Frank & Janet Fraembs d Michael & Ann Fuller d Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hanlin d Brian & Yvonne Hoop d Pamela D. Lovell
Gretchen Monti d Dick & Marcia Nagy d Norma L. Nelson d Marty & Patsy Oman d The Payne Family
William C. Rau d Michael Regnier d Lance & Candy Rogers d Ed & Marilyn Sams d Charlie Schlenker & Sarah Curtis
d David & Joyce Schmoeger d Lenore Sobota d Charles & Karen Thompson d Phil Thornton & Janet Rasmussen
John Tobias d Sharon & Doug Welch d Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Yoder

American Sycamore
Kenneth & Stacey Bill d Charles N. Cherry Jr. d Dr. Jay Corwin d The Jill Daley Family d Forrest & Dottie Frank
Rob & Becky Glinka d Illinois Prairie Community Foundation - George & Myra Gordon Donor Advised Fund
Lee Green d Doris Henderson d The Henry Safford Peacock Foundation d Larry Kupferschmid
Larry & Jonalee Mikesh d Lori Smith d Ms. Louise Smith d Rick Smith d John & Linda Stuckey d James Taylor
Vernon & Laura Veal d Richard & Eileen Wagner d Ryan Weishalla d Jim & Rachel Wilson

Shagbark Hickory
Judie A. Bey d Gary A. Hoover d Illinois Prairie Community Foundation - David & Pearle Jeffries Donor Advised Fund
Mark and Mary Kramp d Tim & Vicki Tilton d Twin City Amateur Astronomers, Inc.

Black Walnut
The John & Kristen Hendershott Family d Mary Kelly d Ina M. Rehtmeyer

Blue Ash
Edward & Judith Hines
Please let us know of any typographical errors or omissions.

Thank you to the Paul A. Funk Foundation for their continued support.
Thanks Also To Our Business Sponsors:
Farnsworth Group, Wendell Niepagen Greenhouses, and Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal.

Have You Renewed your Nature Center Membership?
Membership contributions enable us to continue to offer quality programs, a warm & friendly facility, &
beautiful grounds to explore. The Nature Center Staff, Volunteers, and Board of Directors appreciate your support.
Not a Nature Center member? Consider a membership today, because every membership makes a difference!
Please ask your employer about matching gift programs! See page 15 for more information.
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Sugar Grove Nature Center Membership
Become a member of Sugar Grove Nature Center! Your membership supports quality environmental
education programs, land stewardship, research opportunities, and so much more! Sugar Grove Foundation
is a non-profit organization that receives no tax support. Memberships, program fees, private gifts, and corporate and foundation grant support are the lifeblood of our organization.
All Membership Levels, including Student/Senior ($15), Sugar Maple ($25), and Paw Paw ($50), receive:
Subscription to "The Nature of the Grove" published 4 times annually
Discounts on classes, programs, and events d Discount at Native Plant Sale
Invitations to members-only events d Reciprocal membership at nature centers around the country
Higher giving levels:
d American Sycamore ($100)
All of the above benefits plus a 20% one-time discount at Wild Birds Unlimited*
d Shagbark Hickory ($250)
All of the above benefits plus two Free Tickets to Annual Maple Sirup Experience
d Black Walnut ($500)
All of the above benefits plus a NatureScape Backyard Habitat Consultation
d Blue Ash ($1000)
All of the above benefits plus a guided trail ride through Funks Grove
d Bur Oak ($5000)
All of the above benefits plus a limited edition Funks Grove photograph
*Offer valid only at the Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal, IL
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Membership Form
$15 .
$25 .
$50 .
$100
Name:
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.Student/Senior (65+)
.Sugar Maple
.Paw Paw
.American Sycamore

$250 .
$500 .
$1000
$5000
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.Shagbark Hickory
.Black Walnut
.Blue Ash
.Bur Oak

____________________________________________ Phone: ____________________

Address:

______________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________ State: ______

Zip:________ Email: ____________________

How would you like your newsletter recognition to be worded? ______________________
I do not wish to be recognized in the newsletter.
Please send me newsletters via email.
Please send me newsletters via US Postal Service.
Please note: Memberships run from October to October.
Membership contributions are tax deductible.
Please ask your employer about matching gift programs!
Sugar Grove Nature Center will neither sell nor trade personal information provided by donors.

Make checks payable to Sugar Grove Nature Center and return to:
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
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Sugar Grove Foundation
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
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Nature Center Hours
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Trails open daily dawn to dusk.

Contact us at:

Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
309.874.2174
sugargrovenc@earthlink.net
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
Latitude: N 40° 20.893'
Longitude: W 089° 08.007'

The Nature Center will be closed on
New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1.

