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Maple Sirup Time

It’s coming soon! The time of year when buckets decorate the sugar
maples throughout Funks Grove. Sugar Grove Nature Center invites
you to experience this important part of Funks Grove heritage. We
oﬀer a wide range of maple sirup programs for everyone! These
programs ﬁll quickly, so register early. Don’t be left out in the cold!

For the Whole Family

Maple Sirup Experience Tours
Saturday, March 2
2-1/2 Hour tours begin at 9:30 a.m., 12:00, & 2:30 p.m.
Fee: Members $8/adults, $6/children (16 & under),
Non-members $10/adults, $8/children. Registration
required. To register, visit sugargrovenaturecenter.org/
maplesirup.

Gather around the ﬁre at the sirup camp to learn how the Native Americans and early
settlers collected and prepared sap. Visit the sugar shack where the smell of maple
sirup hangs in the air. Journey into the sugarbush to tap a tree. Stop inside the Nature
Center to sample a variety of sweet treats made with maple sirup including candy,
cookies, fudge, salads, and more! Dress for the weather, as you will be outside for a
major portion of the program. Don’t delay, this program ﬁlls up quickly!

Scout & Youth Groups

Sirup for Scouts and Youth Groups
Saturday, February 23; 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Fee: $9/children, $7/adults. Registration required by February 15. To register, visit
sugargrovenaturecenter.org/maplesirup.
Attention, leaders of scout troops, 4H, and other youth organizations! Your group is invited to join
in on the maple sirup fun! Learn how sap from the maple tree becomes sirup, and take part in the
process from tree tapping to tasting! When registering, be sure to gather participant numbers for your
entire group so that no one is left out of this experience!
Continued on page 4.

General Information
Nature Center Staff

Nature Center Hours
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Angela Funk
Director
angela@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.

Jill Wallace
Environmental Educator
jill@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Rita Yordy
Environmental Oﬃce Specialist

Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
are open daily from dawn until dusk.

rita@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Maria Wipﬂer
Intern
Daisy Kitty
Feline Relations Specialist
daisy@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Sawyer
Canine Relations Specialist/Good Boy
sawyer@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Sugar Grove Foundation

Nature Center Closings

In the event that the Nature Center or portions
of the grounds will be closed during what would
normally be open hours, this information will be
announced on Facebook and voicemail.
Please note that portions of the grounds, including
Imagination Grove and the Picnic Shelter, will be closed
to the public during Maple Sirup programs. Dates and
times will be announced on Facebook and voicemail.

Board of Directors
Linda Bristow, President
Gary Huppert, Treasurer
Craig Alexander, Secretary
Tricia Braid

Newsletter

The Nature of the Grove is a free quarterly publication
of Sugar Grove Nature Center. If you would like to
be added to our mailing list, either electronically
or by postal service, please call 309.874.2174 or
e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.

Eric Funk
Richard Park

Website & Facebook

John Rehtmeyer
Don Schmidt
Eric Vaughn

Visit us on the web or Like us on Facebook!
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
facebook.com/sugargrovenaturecenter
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Musings & Meowings

by Daisy Kitty

Dear Readers,

It has come to my attention that Valentine’s Day is quickly approaching. For me, this holiday typically
involves putting on my pink and red collar with hearts and soaking in the love of my staﬀ and guests.
However, being the selﬂess kitty that I am, I have decided to help my fans spread the love this year!
I have designed these cards especially for you to cut out and deliver to those that you adore. Happy
Valentine’s Day!
Kitty kisses,

You can have
my heart...

I’m here for you
whenever you need me,

from this mouse
I just caught.

unless it’s nap time.

I have a box of
chocolate covered
spiders.

Lovebirds make great
Valentine’s Day gifts.

Wanna share?

They are delicious.
3

You are my
purr-fect
meow-entine!

Continued from page 1.

Maple Sirup
Preschoolers

Little Tappers
Wednesday, February 13; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m. Registration required by February 11.
Saturday, February 23; 10:00-11:30 a.m. Registration required by February 20.
Fee: $8/child members, $10/child non-members.
To register, visit sugargrovenaturecenter.org/maplesirup.
This program is designed especially for children 3-5 years with an adult chaperone. We will create a
craft, learn how to make maple sirup, and listen to a fabulous sirup story. Each child will get a turn at
tree tapping and then taste the real thing!

School Field Trips

Sugar Grove Nature Center is pleased to continue oﬀering the Funks Grove Maple Sirup Experience
for ﬁrst grade classes and up. The program provides a special opportunity for students to actively
engage in the production of maple sirup as they explore its history from
pre-settlement to current day through demonstrations and hands-on
activities, including the opportunity to tap a maple tree and take home a
small bottle of Funks Grove Pure Maple Sirup.
The four-hour experience costs $9/student. Registration is underway
and dates are ﬁlling fast. Field Trips will be oﬀered February 21
through March 8. Contact Angela at 309.874.2174 or email angela@
sugargrovenaturecenter.org for availability and to secure a date. Your ﬁeld
trip can then be reserved with a $100 deposit.

Homeschool Field Trips

Tuesday, February 19; Wednesday, February 20; & Tuesday, February 26;
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Fee: $9/student (ages 3 and up), $7/parent or chaperone. Registration
required by February 15. To register, visit sugargrovenaturecenter.org/
maplesirup.
Homeschoolers of all ages can participate in the Maple Sirup Experience
on days set aside especially for them! This program ﬁlls quickly, so get your
registration in soon!

Purchasing Maple Sirup

Funks Grove Pure Maple Sirup, located 1/4 mile south of Funks Grove
Road on Route 66, will begin selling fresh Maple Sirup as soon as the sap
is ﬁnished boiling down, usually around March 1! They also carry delicious
handmade maple candies as well as other related merchandise. Contact
them at 309.874.3360, www.funkspuremaplesirup.com, or visit them on
Facebook for availability and more information.
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Programs

Unless otherwise speciﬁed, programs require advanced registration and payment. Space is limited. Classes could
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline. Please contact us for availability after the
registration deadline has passed. Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.
For questions, email register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or phone 309.874.2174.

Kids

Little Wonders
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Please note that the programs have switched to the second Wednesday of the month.
February 13: Little Tappers, Maple Sirup
Saturday, February 23 (10:00-11:30 only): Little Tappers, Maple Sirup
March 13: Wacky Woodcocks
April 10: Forest Wildﬂowers
Fee: $8/child members, $10/child non-members with an adult chaperone. Registration and
prepayment required by the Sunday before the program.
Discover the wonders of nature in these hands-on, interactive classes. A snack will accompany story
time and a fun craft will be created.
Sirup for Scouts & Youth Groups
Saturday, February 23; 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Fee: $9/child, $7/chaperones. Registration and prepayment required by February 15.
See page 1 for description.
Home School: Maple Sirup Experience Tours
Tuesday, February 19; Wednesday, February 20; & Tuesday, February 26; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Fee: $9/student (ages 3 and up), $7/teacher or chaperone. Registration and payment required by
February 10.
See page 4 for description.
Homeschool Program: Girls are a Force of Nature
Ages 9-13, girls only
Fridays; 9:30-11:30 a.m.
March 15: Mussels
April 26: Forest Wildﬂowers
May 10: Frogs & Toads
Fee: $10/child members,
$15/child non-members per class.
Registration required one week prior to each
program.
In these programs exclusively for girls, a
diﬀerent nature topic will be presented each
month. We will focus on identiﬁcation and
explore natural science at every turn!
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Continued on page 6.

Continued from page 5.

Programs
All Ages

Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturday, February 16 & March 16; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free. No registration required.
Spend your morning with the Irish Music Jam! Bring your instrument to join in or just
enjoy the music! As a special treat, on March 16 we will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day
with Irish snacks and music! For more details, email mtyner@iwu.edu.
Blacksmith Demonstrations
Saturday, March 16; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free. No registration required.
The public is invited to observe members of the Illinois Valley Blacksmith’s
Association as they work at the forge across the parking lot from the
Nature Center.
Tuesday Night Trail Runs
Every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. beginning March 12.
Fee: Free, donations appreciated. No registration required.
Venture out to enjoy the trails or roads on Tuesday evenings. The usual
trail route is 5 miles. Easy-to-follow road routes of 4 or 7 miles are also an
option. Don’t miss the post run party in the Corn Crib! Refuel and refresh
while socializing with others. Snacks and water are provided, and you are
encouraged to bring other beverages. Make it an adventure to look forward to
each week!
Campﬁre & S’mores Program: In Search of the Timberdoodle
Friday, March 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Fee: Free/members; $5/person non-members. Registration and payment required by March 7.
Also called the woodcock, the male bird can be seen in early spring spiraling into the sky then
plummeting downward, hoping to impress the ladies! After hearing their story, we’ll head outside
where we will hopefully be able to spot them, then enjoy s’mores around the ﬁre!
Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session: Distance – How do we know how far?
Saturday, April 13; 8:00-10:00 p.m.
Free. No registration required.
There is a long history of science behind distance measurement in the universe. We will explore how
we so conﬁdently answer the common question: “How far away is that?” A 20-30 minute presentation
on the featured topic will be followed by a sky tour using a laser pointer and telescope observing.
Programs will be held even in the event of an overcast sky, but active rain will cause a cancellation
of the event. When uncertain if a session has been cancelled, check for updates on Facebook (Twin
City Amateur Astronomers - TCAA) or twitter (@tc_astro). For more information, visit www.tcaa.us.
Continued on page 7.
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Continued from page 6.

Programs
Adults

A Toast to Nature: Snowshoes & Schnapps
Sunday, February 17, 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $20/members, $25/non-members. Registration required by Feb.8.
You must be 21 to attend this program.
Don’t let deep snow keep you from hiking and exploring the outdoors. Discover snowshoeing! Dick
Smith of WildCountry and Patti Koranda will help you ﬁnd a good ﬁt then teach you to maneuver
and ﬂoat on the snow. Most importantly, you will ﬁnd out how much fun the snow can be! Afterwards,
warm up by the ﬁre with hot apple cider plus cinnamon schnapps or hot chocolate with peppermint
schnapps, and plenty of snacks! The use of snowshoes will be provided by WildCountry or bring your
own. No snow? No problem! Learn on the lawn so you’ll be prepared for the next snowfall!
A Toast to Nature: Woodcocks & Wine
Wednesday, March 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee: $20/members, $25/non-members. Registration & payment required by March 15.
You must be 21 years old to attend this program.
These ground-nesting birds exhibit one of the most delightful courtship ﬂights just before dawn and
at dusk. Join us to learn more about this fascinating game bird that returns to ﬁelds, prairies, and
pastures throughout central Illinois in mid-March, then head outside to (hopefully) spot them as they
spiral toward the sky and fall to the ground. Bring your lawn chair, wine glass, and favorite wine if you
like. We’ll also have some wines to sample from local wineries.

Wild Ones, Illinois Prairie CHapter
“Forever Wild” Native Planting Grants
Do you know of a not-for-proﬁt group in central Illinois that would like to increase the use of native
plants at their site? The Illinois Prairie Chapter of Wild Ones will be awarding grants of up to $500 for
projects which establish, preserve, or restore native plantings. The chapter will accept applications
for 2019 funding between January 15 and February 15. Grants are available for schools, houses of
worship, other not-for-proﬁt groups, or local government landscaping projects.
Eligible projects must:
d Support the Wild Ones mission d Be located in a space accessible to the public d
d Utilize native plants appropriate to the local ecosystem d
d Serve to educate the public about the use and value of native plants d

Native Plant Sale
Saturday, May 18; 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Evergreen FS Building
402 N. Hershey Road, Bloomington ,IL
For more information on these topics, visit illinoisprairie.wildones.org.
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Meet the Intern

Hello! My name is Maria Wipﬂer and I am a senior at Illinois Wesleyan
University. I am studying Environmental Studies as my major, and German
as my minor. Throughout my college career I have been able to study abroad
several times, from studying environmental sustainability in Great Britain
to exploring oceanography and environmental history in New Zealand last
semester. Three summers ago, I was able to get to know Sugar Grove Nature
Center from volunteering a few times per month. The past two summers I have
conducted research with freshwater mussels of Central Illinois with one of my
professors. Growing up I was fortunate to be able to play outside in the woods
and to go on many hikes with my family. This helped to develop an interest in
and appreciation for the natural world, eventually leading to my majoring in
Environmental Studies. This internship at Sugar Grove Nature Center will help
to not only further my own knowledge and understanding of the ecosystems
of Central Illinois, but will also allow me to help others on their own paths
of education of the natural world. Eventually, I would love to further formally
educate myself, but I ﬁrst aim to gain real world experience to ﬁnd what area
I would like to specialize in. Interning at Sugar Grove will help to ﬁnd what
speciﬁc environmental area I would be interested in. I am excited to intern at
Sugar Grove this spring and to learn more about the environment in a handson approach outside of the classroom.

Hummingbirds
by Mary Oliver, 1935-2019

The female, and two chicks,
each no bigger than my thumb,
scattered,
shimmering

on a summer day,
not knowing they were there,
ready to burst the ledges
of their mossy nest

like three tosses of silvery water,
they were gone.
Alone,
in the crown of the tree,

in their pale-green dresses;
then they rose, tiny ﬁreworks,
into the leaves
and hovered;

and to ﬂy, for the ﬁrst time,
in their sea-green helmets,
with brisk, metallic tails –
each tulled wing,

I went to China,
I went to Prague;
I died, and was born in the spring;
I found you, and loved you, again.

then they sat down,
each one with dainty, charcoal feet –
each one on a slender branch –
and looked at me.

with every dollop of ﬂight,
drawing a perfect wheel
across the air.
Then, with a series of jerks,

Later the darkness fell
and the solid moon
like a white pond rose.
But I wasn’t in any hurry.

I had meant no harm,
I had simply
climbed the tree
for something to do

they paused in front of me
and, dark-eyed, stared –
as though I were a ﬂower –
and then,

Likely I visted all
the shimmering, heart-stabbing
questions without answers
before I climbed down.

8

Many Thanks
Thank you to the Funks Grove Cemetery Association, Hazel Funk Holmes Trust,
and Paul A. Funk Foundation for their continued support.

Congratulations, Connie!

Longtime volunteer Connie Carstens recently retired from Van Gundy Insurance. In lieu of gifts,
Connie asked that money be donated to Sugar Grove Nature Center. Thank you to the generous
Van Gundy Agency Staﬀ, and thank you, Connie, for your ongoing support of our mission.
Guests can stop in and say hello to Connie on the third Saturday of the month!
Cassie Phillips d Kelly Newman d Terri Dicken d Andrea Eaton d Ben Jeﬀreys
Debra Wilson d Tamika Reed d Heather Hall d Carol Prior d Stephanie Hallmark

Memorial Gifts & Bequests

We hope you will consider Sugar Grove Nature Center in your estate planning. Memorial gifts
and bequests are an important way you can make a lasting contribution to the preservation and
maintenance of this important natural area and environmental education center. Please contact
Angela Funk at 309.874.2174 for more information if you wish to make a provision in your will.

Running for a cause

Eighteen runners/hikers, one skier, and two snowshoers took to the snow-covered trails and roads
to raise money for Sugar Grove Nature Center! By the completion of the brisk adventure, the ABC
(Adventures Beneﬁting Children) Runners had raised over $2,000 from participants and those that
were there in spirit! A well-deserved breakfast buﬀet followed as they warmed up. We can accomplish
so much with their generous donations!
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New & Renewing Members

Welcome to our new & renewing members
The following members joined or renewed June 1, 2018- December 31, 2019.
We appreciate all of our members! Thank you for your support.

Students/Seniors

Lance & Candy Rogers d Ed & Blanche Schuck d Bill & Rosalie Seymour
Ken & Fran Smith d Judith Stone d Marcia Thomas

Sugar Maple

Jamey Apps d George & Twila Braden d Carol Bush d Claudia Calvo-Parra d Jane Dresner
Franklin Family d David Gehrt d Denise Goﬀ d Kimberly Hart d Doug & Aggie Hatch
Dave Hiltabrand d Nicole Inselmann d Margaret Johnson d Lois Kelsey d John & Peg Kirk
PK (Patti Koranda) d Gene & Marianna Lessen d Karen McCarey d Jessica McConnaughay
Patrick & Brendan O’Kelley d William Philpott d Teresa Prall d Melissa Skinner-Liberman
Vernon Switzer d Tidmarsh Family d John Tobias d Ken, Jennifer & Justin White

Paw Paw

David & Melanie Beedle d Larry & Carroll Bross d Don & Phyllis Clay d The Daley Family
Rosemary Dustman d Frank & Janet Fraembs d Larry & Emma Funk d Pat & Ernie Gonzalez
Kris & Mike Hall d Howard & Deb Heatherwick d Betty J. Keough d John & Rose Marsaglia
April & Savannah McClellan d The Morris Family d Elaine & Fred Noyes d Marty & Patsy Oman
Greg & Jane Randall d Karen & Charles Thompson d The Vose Family d Christopher Waddell

American Sycamore

Kandy Baumgardner d Jim & Roberta Bortell d Elizabeth Bristow
Gretchen Knapp & Angelo Capparella d David & Laura Coe d Jay & Sue Edmondson
Bob & Lynn Fearneyhough d Dottie Frank d Linda L. Giles d Rob & Rebecca Glinka
Carla Hickey d Chuck & Susan Hurliman d Douglas & Karen Kaufman-Dickson
Illinois Prairie Community Foundation- George and Myra Gordon Donor Advised Fund
Illinois Wesleyan University Environmental Studies d Barbara Schaad & Larry Kupferschmid
Rachel Lapp Whitt d Jason Marvel d Larry & Jonalee Mikesh d Ken & Judy Miller
Suzanne Rogers d Nancy Rutledge d David & Joyce Schmoeger
Alan Tatum d Tom & Carolyn Weiland d Marty & Lin Wurbs d Greg & Diane Yount

Shagbark Hickory

Around About Acres d Mark & Carol Cabaj d Jon Geers & Michael Garver d Lee & Leslie Green
William & Lori Hahm d Doris Henderson d Susan Hoblit d Terence & Tanya Leahy
Ken & Joan Newgren d Twin City Amateur Astronomers
Vernon & Laura Veal d Tim & Connie White Family d Alan & Fran Tatum

Black Walnut

Ken & Stacey Bill d Gary & Linda Bristow d Jack & Ruth Pfaﬀman d Carolyn & Carl Wenning
d And those who wish to remain anonymous d
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Membership Has Its Privileges
Become a member of Sugar Grove Nature Center! Your membership supports quality environmental education programs,
land stewardship, research opportunities, and so much more! Sugar Grove Foundation is a non-proﬁt organization that
receives no tax support. Memberships, program fees, donations and grant support are the lifeblood of our organization.
Join online by visiting http://sugargrovenaturecenter.org/membership.html or ﬁll out the form and mail it with your payment.
Make checks payable to Sugar Grove Nature Center and return to:
Sugar Grove Nature Center d 4532 N 725 East Road d McLean, IL 61754
The Student/Senior level is for individuals. Family memberships begin at the Sugar Maple level.
All levels, including Student/Senior ($15), Sugar Maple ($25), and Paw Paw ($50), receive:
d Discounts on classes, programs, and events d Beneﬁt of checking out books from the Nature Center Library
d Free or reduced admission, program discounts, &/or store discounts at over 150 nature centers worldwide!
d Knowledge that you are helping to keep Sugar Grove Nature Center open.
Higher giving levels:

d American Sycamore ($100)

All of the above beneﬁts plus a 20% one-time discount at Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal, IL

d Shagbark Hickory ($250)

All of the above beneﬁts plus two Free Admissions to Annual Autumn Celebration

d Black Walnut ($500)

All of the above beneﬁts plus two free admissions to our Maple Sirup Experience Tours

d Blue Ash ($1000)

All of the above beneﬁts plus a photograph featuring the nature of Funks Grove

d Bur Oak ($5000)

All of the above beneﬁts plus a private tour of the Nature Center & grounds for a group of up to 10 (by appointment only)

Membership Form





$15........ Student/Senior (65+)
$25........ Sugar Maple
$50........ Paw Paw
$100...... American Sycamore






$250 ........... Shagbark Hickory
$500 ........... Black Walnut
$1000 ......... Blue Ash
$5000 ......... Bur Oak

Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State _________ Zip _____________________________
Phone: _______________________Email:______________________________________________
 I do not wish to be recognized in the newsletter.
 How would you like your newsletter recognition to be worded? ____________________________
 Please send me newsletters via email
 Please send me newsletters via US Postal Service
Memberships are valid for one year.
Membership contributions are tax deductible. Ask your employer about matching gift programs!
Sugar Grove Nature Center will neither sell nor trade personal information provided by donors.
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Sugar Grove Foundation
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754

Nature Center Hours
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.
Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
are open daily from dawn until dusk.

Contact us at:

Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
309.874.2174
info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
Latitude: N 40o 20.893’
Longitude: W 089o 08.007’
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